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Girl power

The second round of the Rotax Pro Tour Australia held in Adelaide marked the history of
Australian karting thanks to two fast young ladies: Madeline Stewart and Rianna O'Meara-Hunt.
Those who is still convinced that karting is a man's sport very wrong indeed! Nowadays there are lots of girls
racing, and some of them are giving their male colleagues their money’s worth... Marta Garcia is an evident
example here in Europe, she's ready to step into F.4 this year. These two young ladies were outstanding over
the weekend at Bolivar Raceway ...
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Rianna has been racing karts since she
was eight. Wellinglon's Kaitoke track just
north of Upper Hutt is her home twwn
venue and where she spends her spare
time when she's nol al school or compel-
ing throughoul New Zealand.

In 2015 she won the Wellinglon Regional

Championship  and the WPKA Gold-
Star Series and GP Series and she ook
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Rianna O’'Meara-Hunt

home a second place in the CRC Speed-
show Top Hall Karling Series. As il this
wasn'l enough, in the same vear she man-
aged 1o grab third place al the KariSport
Mew Zealands National Schools Title and
in filth place at the NZ Rotax Max Chal-
lenge. The lollowing year she linished
third at the New Zealand Mational Title
Sprint Championships and filth at the NZ
Rotax Max Challenge, but she won the
WPKA GoldStar Series and the Historical
Blossom Series. She also took a fifth place
in the Rotax Pro Tour Australia in Dubbea.
This year she came first at the South Aus-
tralian State Champjun:-clu'p within the
REotax Pro Tour Australia in Belivar and
she is l:.'l_'ll'l'f_‘[:li:\. ir:adinf__{ the NZ Rotlax
Series with 4 out of 8 rounds that have

l'.ll'_‘i.'l'.l ]'ll_']d.

“Hard work, determunation and a linle bit
of courage can take a girl a long way, Great
o shiare success with .-'Huu'.:.'fv Stewart wio
also sealed o round win and state e an the
samie event in Rotax Light. So many peo-
ple o thank, but o special mention mst po
Io the TF leam, awesome o pel the team a
hle plate!™

When did vou start racing and why?
“I started karting when I was eight. From
when [was about four or five vears old my

dad raced cars so [ grew up in and around
race lracks. When I was introduced 1o
karts at the age of 8 and got 1o emulate
what I had seen my dad doing in cars, it
just lelt natural and [ loved it. In another
co-incidence mysell and Madeline went
aul on track at Kartsport Wellington lor
our first races together. "

Who is Rianna ofl the track? Can vou
give us a briel deseription of yoursell
and your life...

“Is there an “off the wrack...? With the
limited weekends ofl per yvear that T am
nol racing, 1 lowve 1o .'i'|'H.'I'I-IJ. time with
[riends |'1:lu.tin:.{ in other, shall we say,
more comventional’ wavs that a 15 vear
old gi['| might. T lowe to train, zoing Lo
the gym twice a week with a trainer to

ensure I'm always race fit! When not in
the kart mysell, I'm generally al a race
track samewhere helping or coaching oth-
ers - but that's what T love doing - 1o me
s relaxing. 1 live and breathe racing”

Pros and cons of being a female racing
driver...

“For me this is a hard question o answer,
Being a lemale racer you certainly have 1o
prove yoursell to the boys and gain their
respect by vour driving and racing skill -




but once you get that T think It's all pretty
even - in karts anvway. My personal view
is that girls and guys should be treated the
same in matorsport, ves it is a male orien-
tated sport, but once the helmet goes on
we are all just racers’. The kart performs
the same [or evervone, the mindset and
the determination can be the same and
fitness can be equal oo - T think the deter-
mining factor is probably simpler than
gender — it's whe is more determined in
each race”

What's your aim for this season?

"My aiml [or this vear is Lo win a seat lor
the Rotax MAX Challenge Grand Finals...
o represent my country in the sport
I love would be a great honour for me -
not o mention another piece of history
for a junior female karter in our coun-
try. Unforiunately, a couple of days prior
o the commencement of our vear-long
plan we were informed of the European
age group rule changes and my dream
sort of shattered. Thinking about it, alter
a lew days, we determined that while the
end goal could not be fulilled it weould not
change the journey, the challenges faced,
or the lessons 1o be learned from still per-
severing and trving to win the seal - so we
are pushing forward anyway., Whe knows
- had we not have continued on then the
Australian Junior Max state title may nev-
er have been won by a New Zealand karter
- 50 some of my goals have already been
achieved.”

What do you think about recent CIK-
FIA changes: OK classes and age rules?
Are you thinkingol taking part to a
CIK-FIA sanctionated event this year?
Why? Have you ever tried an OK kart?
“We don't have the OK classes in New Zea-
land, but as for the age group rule chang-
€5 - it was extremely disappointing to have
gone Lhrough two yvears inlensive training
with the Tunior Retax class with the aim
ol givig mysell a real shot al achieving my
ultimate goal in my nal and third year -
only 1o have it ripped away ight at the last
moment. Bul.. it is whal it is - we relocus
and we become more determined!”

In your opinion, what should be done
1o improve karting al national level?
“Karting in NZ is very small compared
to most countries, bul that’s pl':}bahl_'.'
maostly due to our population base. T had
not heard of karting untl T was eight
vears old, so making it more mainstream
and more accessible would be a good
thing. Perhaps the introduction of driver
training via karting would assist NZ's
voung drivers in having better skills for
the road.”

Have you ever compeled in Europe?

“T have never raced in Burope but T would
cerlainly love Lo - it's one of my goals - so
we will see if we can make that happen
sometimes in the luture ”

If nol a racing driver, whatl would you
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like 1o be?

“Lots of prople ask me this question, and
they all get the same answer... I den't
know... Mavbe things will become clearer
as I get alder. For now, I live and breathe
racing, Whatever the luture holds Twould
like o be involved in racing in some way
- even il it's simply helping oul young and
developing drivers like T do now. Whatev-
er it s, it will certainly be outdoors - you
don't eften catch me behind a desk, mavbe
just lor homework!”

Whao is your favourite driver and why?
"Most people would expect me to name
some of the greals in motorsport, but
thal's nol whal motivates me. 1 look up
to and respect people that T see helping
others - there have been many who have
helped me in my karting journey Lo date
- I admire that and want o ensure T do
the same.”

What is your biggest dream?

"My biggest dream is to be a professional
race car driver — I'm sure it is the dream
of any raing driver - bul on a more tangi-
ble level, T want 1o be part of progressing
karting in New Zealand and internation-
ally for all racers - girls and boys. Twant
to be achieving things that athers have
vel Lo do and leave a little footprint that
olhers [nif__:]'Ll choose to [ollow, like others
have done lor me, belore hl-dm.'hing oul
along their own paths and leaving their
own [oolprints.”
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